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Dear American Friends of  Game and Wildlife Conservation:

For those of  you that enjoy shooting in the UK, the presence of  your quarry in large 
numbers is because of  the work of  the GWCT. Nationally, wild grey partridge numbers 
are increasing, but only where our advisors have made recommendations to improve 
management or where our guidelines for management have been fully taken up.  The 
work of  our advisors and those that can influence land use policy continues and requires 
ongoing (and increasing) levels of  funding.

Traditionally, GCUSA has supported the GWCT’s work on wild grey partridges. As 
you may already know, we successfully took a remnant population of  grey partridges 
at Royston (less than three pairs per square kilometre) and five years later produced 18 
pairs per km2 proving that population recovery was possible.

Our current demonstration project at the Rotherfield Estate poses an even more 
daunting and higher stakes challenge to the restoration of  the wild grey partridge 
population. The Estate has fewer birds and much less favorable habitats for wild game, 
but if  we are as successful here, many more landowners will be convinced of  our 
restoration credentials.

The reared pheasant also features prominently among current GWCT research projects. 
Working in collaboration with scientists from Exeter University, we are studying why 
released birds that survive the shooting season and the winter are poor at producing 
their own young the following season.  Our work here has as its objective the 
improvement of  the breeding success of  surviving birds.

GCUSA’s fundraising activities on behalf  of  the GWCT helps maintain the UK 
countryside as a place you would want to visit. On behalf  of  the Trust and its scientific 
team, and on the occasion of  GCUSA’s 25th anniversary, I would like to warmly thank 
you for your continued and critical support.

Professor Nick Sotherton, Director of  Research
November 2011

Good Evening Ladies & Gentlemen
Welcome to the Game Conservancy USA's 25th Annual Charity Auction to benefit the 
Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust. 2011 saw record-breaking increases in grouse 
populations due to work spearheaded by the GWCT. Please take a moment to read 
Research Director Professor Nick Sotherton’s recap below of  ongoing initiatives to 
improve game & wildlife conditions.

On behalf  of  the Trustees of  Game Conservancy USA, thank you for your 
continued support of  this important research. We hope you will enjoy the evening.

Bruce D. Sargent
President, GCUSA
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Absentee bids, whether submitted in writing, by phone, by fax, or via 
e-mail, are accepted as legal and binding contracts to purchase the described 
items. Successful bidders will be notified verbally or by e-mail within 2 days 
following the auction.

1. To place a bid for the silent or live auction; please use the format of  the 
    absentee bid form, opposite. The form must be filled out with your name, 
    address, and phone number. For each item that you would like to bid on, 
    be sure to add the lot number and item description, and advise us of  your 
    maximum bid.

2. You may place an absentee bid by any one of  the following methods:
	 • Via e-mail to info@gcusa.org (preferred)
	 • Via phone at (203) 661-5959
	 • Via fax at  (203) 622-0321
	 • Via USPS to our office address below

3. ABSENTEE BID FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED BY 
   WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23RD AT 5:00 PM. 
   All bids must be acknowledged by a representative of  
   Game Conservancy USA.

To participate at the live auction by phone please call the office at 
(203) 661-5959 in advance, and you will be given further instructions. 

Game Conservancy USA
2 Sound View Drive, Suite 100
Greenwich, CT 06830
Office Phone: (203) 661-7900
Direct Line: (203) 661-5959
Office Fax (203) 622-0321

Absentee Bidding

Name (Please Print) ______________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________

City: ______________________________ State: ______  Zip:____________

Phone#________________________   Cell #_________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________

Other Contact Info______________________________________________
 
Signature____________________________________  Date_____________

Bid Form

Lot # Description Limit
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Live Auction

Join us for the exciting live auction set 

to begin at 7:30 pm at the New York 

Yacht Club. There are ten items to bid on 

and donations go to support the research 

of  The Game & Wildlife Conservation 

Trust (GWCT).

All catalog information is current as of  press date but subject 
to change prior to the live auction. Live auction participants are 
asked to register prior to the commencement of  bidding.

GCUSA gratefully acknowledges the 

participation of  Christie’s in tonight’s 

live auction.

 Essex 
(Braxted Park, Lot #3)

Cumbria/Northumberland 
(Knarsdale Estate, Lot #5)

 Berkhire 
(Highclere Castle, Lot #6)

Norwich 
(Salle Park, Lot #7)

Cumbria NW
(Holker Hall, Lot#8)

North Yorkshire 
(Gunnerside, Weardale, Lot #10)

Map Legend









 
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Lot #1 Lot #2
Four days and three nights for two, at
Casa de Campo, La Romana, Dominican Republic 
“The Caribbean’s Most Complete Resort”
Valid from April 24th, 2012 - December 20, 2012, subject to availability
Kindly donated by the Fanjul Family & Florida Crystals Corporation

This vacation includes:
	 Accommodations in a spacious elite room for two persons for four 		
	 days and three nights at Casa De Campo (www.casadecampo.com)

	 Round-trip La Romana airport transfers

	 A gas-powered touring cart to breeze around the Resort

	 Unlimited horseback riding, tennis, non-motorized water sports and 		
	 one round of  sporting clays per person, per day.

Unused package features are non-refundable. Reservations are subject to availability. No date 
extensions will be made after expiration of  certificate. This prize is not redeemable for cash and 
estimated package value may not be applied as credit to an existing reservation. The recipient of  
this prize will be responsible for paying the applicable tax and service charges on this prize when 
the reservation has been confirmed. Specified package components may not be exchanged for other 
resort services. Note: Casa de Campo’s golf  courses undergo landscaping from mid-May through 
September each year. Please be sure to check when you make your reservation for specific course 
closure information and to request tee-times in advance of  your arrival.

Three days of  eared dove shooting 
at La Dormida Lodge, A David 
Denies (www.daviddenies.com) property 
known for exceptional comfort, 
proximity to spectacular natural 
resources, outstanding hospitality, 
and its convenient location 80 miles 
north of  Cordoba City International 
Airport. Each day will begin with a 
hearty breakfast and short drive to the 
shoot. After a mid-day break featuring 
an incredible barbecue lunch under 
a comfortable safari tent, your party 
can shoot in the afternoon, until 
dusk. This package includes room 
and board for three nights, meals and 
all beverages (alcoholic and non-
alcoholic) transfers to and from the 
field, and field guides. Not Included: 
airfare, airport transfers ($195 per 
person), licenses ($65/day), gun entry 
permits, gun rentals ($65/day), 
cartridges, tipping.

Three days shooting and three nights 
lodging for four guns at La Dormida Lodge, 
Cordoba, Argentina
Valid November 30th 2011 to November 29th, 2012
Kindly donated by David Denies Wingshooting
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One day’s partridge shooting for eight guns 
at Braxted Park 
To be taken on a mutually agreed date in 2012
Kindly donated by Mr. Duncan Clark

This is a 300 partridge day for 8 guns 
at Braxted Park (www.braxtedpark.co.uk) 
one of  Essex’s finest estates. 
Conveniently reached from London, 
the shooting at Braxted was recently 
and is consistently nominated by 
The Field Magazine as one of  the 
top 10 partridge shoots in Britain. 
Braxted Park offers a unique “family 
feel” to its days of  driven partridge 
in East Anglia. 

Accommodation, which includes 9 
double en suite bedrooms, dinner 
with fine wines and excellent food in 
the paneled dining room, unlimited 
bar, breakfast, lunch and tea on the 
day of  the shoot at Braxted Park 
can be acquired from the Estate for 
added enjoyment and convenience, 
at $750 per couple per night. 

Extra days of  shooting at Braxted 
Park can be purchased to make a 
unique 2 to 4 day East Anglian 
partridge shooting experience, at 
$2,000 per gun per day. Access to 
the family’s private 9-hole (par 35, 
2,852yds) golf  course during the 
course of  a stay is complimentary.

All guns must be in possession of  the 
necessary “Overseas Visitor’s Gun 
Certificate,” have personal accident 
and liability coverage – and should be 
members of  the GWCT.

Lot #3 Lot #4
Three days shooting and three nights 
lodging for four guns at Pica Zuro Lodge, 
Cordoba, Argentina
Valid November 30th 2011 to November 29th, 2012
Kindly donated by David Denies Wingshooting

Three days of  eared dove shooting 
at Pica Zuro Lodge, A David Denies 
(www.daviddenies.com) property known  
for exceptional comfort, proximity to 
spectacular natural resources, outstanding 
hospitality, and its convenient location 
60 miles north of  Cordoba City 
International Airport. Each day will 
begin with a hearty breakfast and 
short drive to the shoot. After a 
mid-day break featuring an incredible 
barbecue lunch under a comfortable 
safari tent, your party can shoot in the 
afternoon, until dusk. This package 
includes room and board for three 
nights, meals and all beverages (alcoholic 
and non-alcoholic) transfers to and 
from the field, and field guides. Not 
Included: airfare, airport transfers 
($195 per person), licenses ($65/day), 
gun entry permits, gun rentals ($65/day), 
cartridges, tipping.
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Lot #5
One day’s grouse shooting for eight guns 
on the Knarsdale Estate on the Cumbrian 
Northumberland Border
To be taken on a day in early-October 2012 to be mutually agreed on
Generously donated by Richard Kelvin Hughes Esq.

Two days partridge shooting for eight guns 
in Berkshire, including two nights at 
Highclere Castle as the guests of 
the Earl and Countess of Carnavon
Valid Monday 24th – Wednesday 26th September 2012
Kindly donated by The Earl of Carnarvon and the Linkenholt Estate 

One day for 8 guns to shoot on the 
Knarsdale Estate, one of  the great 
grouse moors in the country, on the 
Cumbrian/Northumberland border. 
This is a 75-100 brace driven grouse 
day. It is suggested that all guns shoot 

double-guns; lunch and afternoon tea 
are included. The day will be rolled to 
the following season if  cancelled due 
to weather or grouse numbers.

The eight guns will be staying at 
the stunning Highclere Castle
(www.highclere.co.uk), used in the award 
winning ITV period drama ‘Downton 
Abbey’, written by Julian Fellowes 
and staring the wonderful Maggie 
Smith. The Castle has been the home 
to the Carnarvon family since 1679, 
and the original site was recorded in 
the Doomsday Book. The castle has a 
fascinating history – all of  which will 
be revealed to you during your stay in 
this splendid house. 

The first day on Tuesday 25th
September will be on Highclere 
Estate itself. Four drives in the morning 
before lunch, followed by another 
three drives, with an expected bag of  
about 300 partridge.

The second day, Wednesday 26th 
September will be on the fantastic 
Linkenholt Estate. Linkenholt is an 
historic 2,000 farming and sporting 
acre estate comprised of  a manor 
house, farmland, woodland and an 
entire quintessentially English village! 
The day’s shoot, during which lunch 
will be provided, will be of  about 250 
partridge, and the guns will return to 
Highclere for dinner.

Lot #6
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Lot #7
One days pheasant shooting for eight guns at 
Holker Hall, the ancestral home of Lord Cavendish 
To be taken on either Saturday 17th November or Saturday 24th November 2012
Kindly donated by Lord Cavendish

Lot #8

Lot #9
Two days hunting red stag, for up to four guns 
on the private finca of His Grace the 
Duke of Westminster, La Garganta, Spain 
To be taken late September, 2012
Kindly donated by His Grace The Duke of Westminster

A unique opportunity for up to four guns to shoot 8-10 “Medal Quality Trophy 
Heads” at the personal preserve of  the Duke of  Westminster, never hunted 
commercially and surrounded by 35,000 acres of  private terrain. The deer are 
stunning: a 28 pointer was recently harvested by His Grace and a 31 pointer 
was glassed on the Finca. GCUSA President, Bruce Sargent, visited this fall 
and can attest to its sport. Trip includes accommodations in His Grace’s 
private residence.

A chance for 8 guns to shoot up to 
200 pheasant at Holker Hall. Holker 
Hall has been the ancestral seat of  the 
Cavendish family since the beginning 
of  the sixteenth century. Holker 
Estate has a variety of  landscapes 
including mixed woodland, farmland, 
moorland and estuarine marshland 
which will ensure testing sport for 
even the most seasoned shot. 

Three days mixed pheasant and partridge 
shooting with three night’s accommodation near 
Norwich in Norfolk for eight guns 
To be taken on the Thursday 1st – Saturday 3rd November 2012.
Kindly donated by Sir John White, Bt; Mr. Robert Carter, DL
and the Gundersen Family

A wonderful combination of  pheasant 
and partridge shooting on three of  
Norfolk’s most spectacular estates. 5-6 
of  the guns will be staying at the stun-
ning Salle Park (www.salleparkestate.co.uk) 
for three nights, and the other 2-3 
guns will be accommodated nearby in 
great comfort. 

You will arrive on Wednesday 31st 
October. The first day’s shoot on 
Thursday 1st November will be taken 
at the beautiful Salle Park, a traditional 
Norfolk arable farming estate of  
about 4,200 acres, and the bag for 
the day is anticipated at 300 French 
partridge. Five of  the guns will be 
given accommodation with Sir John 
White at Salle Park and will be able 
to explore the charming gardens. 

The second day on the Friday 2nd 
November will be at the fabulous 
Letheringsett Estate. After a hearty 
breakfast, the day will commence 
with an anticipated bag of  about 200 
red-legged French partridge. 

The third day’s shoot, on Saturday 
the 3rd of  November, is a fantastic 
opportunity to experience a 250 mixed 
bird day of  pheasant and partridge 
for the 8 guns at the beautiful Easton 
Estate. Easton is a traditional rural 
estate on the edge of  the Ringland 
Hills. 

All meals, drinks, etc on all three days 
are included, and the estates are close 
to each other so little driving 
is involved.
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Silent Auction

The bidding for the silent auction 

will close following the live 

auction. If  you cannot attend this year’s 

event, please consider absentee bidding.

Three days for 8 or 9 guns to shoot 
on Gunnerside, Weardale/Eggleston 
and Burnhope moors. 

The first day will take place on 
Thursday 4th October at Burnhope 
moor in Wearhead, Co. Durham. 

The second day will take place at 
Gunnerside on Friday 5th October. 
Regarded as one of  the great moors 
of  England, Gunnerside covers 
30,000 acres of  North Yorkshire and 
has yielded 12,000 brace this season 
(at the time of  going to press!) 

The Third day will be on Saturday 6th 
October at Weardale/Eggleston, two 
great moors owned by Michael Stone 
that have thus far yielded over 8,000 
brace during the 2011 season. 

Conveniently reached from Manchester, 
three night’s accommodation will be 
provided at the beautiful Constable 
Burton Hall (www.constableburton.com), 
home of  the Wyvill family since its 
construction in 1768 by John Carr.

These are each 75-100 brace driven 
grouse days. It is suggested that all 
guns shoot double-guns. Lunch and 
afternoon tea are included. The 
days will be rolled to the following 
season if  cancelled due to weather 
or Grouse numbers.

Lot #10
Three day’s grouse shooting for nine guns on 
Gunnerside, Weardale/Eggleston and Burnhope, 
with accommodation at Constable Burton Hall 
for three nights
Thursday 4th – Saturday 6th October 2012
Kindly donated by Mr. Michael Stone, Mr. Robert Miller, Mr. Stephen Catlin 
and Mr. & Mrs. Charles Wyvill
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Lot #s2

Lot #s4

Holland & Holland silver lock money clip
Kindly donated by Holland & Holland and a Friend of the GCUSA

2 bottles 1985 Chateau Mouton Rothschild
1 bottle 1990 Opus One 
Kindly donated by Joe Rossi

Beautifully crafted silver money clip 
featuring Holland & Holland engraving.

A unique opportunity to compare 
the collaborative effort of  Baroness 
Philippine de Rothschild and Robert 
Mondavi, as embodied in their 1990 
California Opus One, to the premier 
grand cru Chateau Mouton Rothschild 
of  Bordeaux legend. Properly stored 
since release and in excellent condition, 
labels, fill and color.

Lot #s1
Hand engraved Xigar cigar cutter
Kindly donated and engraved by Geoffrey Gournet

One of  a kind, spring loaded double 
guillotine design, made by Xigar
of  Ambonia wood, with hand cut 
hammer chisel and bulino. Hand 
engraved and signed.

Lot #s3
English grey partridge silver and 
sapphire cuff links by Right and Left
Kindly donated by Right and Left

Sterling Silver cuff  links featuring a 
detailed character study of  a Grey 
Partridge, linked to miniature 
cartridge; real sapphire eyes and 
cartridge primers.

Lot #s5
Case hardened cigar cutter by Purdey
Kindly donated by British Sporting Arms

Case hardened and engraved cigar 
cutter with a blued finish in the manner 
of  Purdey shotgun barrels, with gold 
wire and Purdey logo on the blade, in 
gift case.
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Lot #s6 Lot #s8
Leather cartridge bag and 
canvas/leather kit bag
Kindly donated by Mr. Frank Miller and British Sporting Arms

Coniston ankle boots by Crocket & Jones
Kindly donated by Mr. Frank Miller and 
British Sporting Arms

Tan leather speed bag and matching 
canvas “Brora” kit bag by Croots of  
Yorkshire, England. Imported by British 
Sporting Arms of  Millbrook, New York, 
together these bags will accommodate all 
equipment needed for a successful day 
in the field – or a weekend away.

Stylish tan scotch grain leather ankle boots with 
Dianite studded sole and storm welt, made in 
England. Size 10E, may be exchanged for any 
size up to 13 ½ at British Sporting Arms, 
Millbrook, New York.

Lot #s7
Bridal leather belt by Purdey 
Kindly donated by Mr. Frank Miller and British Sporting Arms

A handsome, 1½ inch dark bridal leather belt with 
brass buckle, made in Scotland for Purdey. Size 
38, may be exchanged for size at British Sporting 
Arms, Millbrook, New York.

Lot #s9
English walking stick
Kindly donated by Mr. Frank Miller and British Sporting Arms

English walking stick, hazel wood shaft with horn handle, hand made in 
Nottinghamshire and elaborately painted with a grey partridge hunting 
motif  and hand signed “SW 2011.”

Lot #s10
Cigar ashtray by Holland & Holland
Kindly donated by Holland & Holland and 
a Friend of the GCUSA

Fine china ashtray decorated with an antique 
Holland & Holland label design. New item 
for 2011.
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Lot #s11
Round of golf for three at 
Roxiticus Golf Club, with lunch
Date to be agreed on in 2012
Kindly donated by Robert Ford

Located in Mendham, Roxiticus Golf  
Club (www.roxiticus.com) is one of  the 
finest private clubs in New Jersey, 
whose rich history that can be traced 
back to 1694 and the Minnisink 
Indians’ council meetings, hence 
the name Roxiticus, a meeting place. 
By 1900, the area was known as 
“Millionaires’ Mountain”, a reference 
to the eminent and wealthy inhabitants. 

Roxiticus features a stunning and 
challenging golf  course designed by 
Hal Purdy, complete with woodlands, 
brooks, wildlife, and breathtaking 
views. Robert Ford will be the 4th 
player in the group and will provide 
lunch at the clubhouse.

Lot #s12
Round of sporting clays at Pawling Mountain Club, 
with shooting instruction and game luncheon for 
four people
Valid from December 2011 to December 2012
Kindly donated by The Pawling Mountain Club

The Pawling Mountain Club in Pawling, New York, an hour north of  New 
York City, offers a challenging sporting clays course situated on scenic and 
undulating terrain. Enjoy a specially prepared game lunch in the expansive log 
home clubhouse, with scenic mountaintop views of  the Catskills and 
adjacent Appalachian Trail National Park. Includes all beverages and gratuities.

Lot #s13
Round of sporting clays at Hudson Farm 
for four people
Valid through August 12th, 2012 (Monday or Tuesday Only)
Kindly donated by Hudson Farm

The Hudson Farm Club, located in Andover, New Jersey on 3,800 landscaped 
acres, features an extensive 19 station fully electronic sporting clays course 
designed and built with the wing-shooter in mind. The sporting clay course 
was designed to simulate a wide variety of  challenging bird shooting: 
simulated driven grouse, high-flying pheasants, or woodcocks in thick 
woodlands. The course offers experienced and novice shooters an equally 
challenging and rewarding experience.

Lot #s14
Round of golf for three in 2012 
at Somerset Hills Golf Course
Valid May through September 2012
Kindly donated and hosted by Mr. Gates Hawn

The golf  course at Somerset Hills 
Country Club, located in Bernardsville, 
New Jersey, is consistently rated among 
the top 50 courses in the U.S. by Golf  
Magazine, and was designed by A.W. 
Tillinghast (Bethpage Black) in 1917, 
Your host will accompany three of  you 
on a mutually acceptable date between 
May and September 2012, and will 
provide lunch back at the clubhouse.
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Lot #s15–s17
Live bird shoot (3 lots) for two guns 
at Mashomack Fish & Game Preserve
Kindly donated by David Nolan, Bruce Sargent and 
the Mashomack Preserve Club

Members David Nolan, Bruce Sargent, 
and The Mashomack Preserve Club, 
each offer an opportunity for two guns 
to participate in a live game shoot at 
a date to be mutually agreed upon 
between January 1st and March 30th 
2012, at the Mashomack Fish & Game 
Preserve Club, in Pine Plains, New 
York. Tower and flighted shoots at 
Mashomack have the highest and 
fastest flying ducks and pheasants

presented in the most sporting fashion,
and provide a superior test of  the 
gunners’ shooting skills. The day will 
begin at 8:00am with a wonderful 
hunt breakfast served before the 
start. Guests will enjoy the traditional 
half-time break as well as the hearty 
lunch back at the clubhouse with 
select wines.

Lot #s19 a, b, and c
3 sporting silk ties by Holland & Holland
Kindly donated by Holland & Holland

Lot #s18
Westmoreland waistcoat vest 
and accessories by Barbour
Kindly donated by Barbour

Barbour’s Westmoreland medium 
weight waxed cotton vest is perfect 
for keeping your body warm and 
arms free, in the field or around the 
house. Donation includes a color 
coordinated sporting tweed cap, 
tattersall shirt and silk tie in claret, 
with grouse motif. May be exchanged 
for size at Barbour New York – 
1047 Madison Ave.

Three colorful and seasonal silk ties 
by Holland & Holland featuring upland 
game - will be offered individually. 
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Circa 1930’s lithograph “Grouse over the Moor” by J.C. Harrison #82 of  200, 
hand colored, signed and framed.

Lot #s21
“Grouse Over the Moor”
hand colored lithograph - framed
Kindly donated by Safari Outfitters

Lot #s20
Barbour beaufort jacket and 
Orvis gokey field shoulder bag
Kindly donated by Orvis – New York

Barbour’s classic Beaufort waxed jacket in olive 
with game pocket, zip-in liner and corduroy 
collar studded for optional hood, plus Orvis 
field shoulder bag by Gokey. Jacket may be 
exchanged for size at Orvis New York – 522 
Fifth Ave. Lot #s23

Lot #s24

Antique Purdey cartridge case
Kindly donated by Safari Outfitters

“The best wingshooting in Uruguay”
Kindly donated by Ralph Morgan and Mel Spivak

Lot #s22
“Shaws’ Pheasant” 
Circa 1840’s lithograph - framed
Kindly donated by Safari Outfitters

GCUSA members Ralph Morgan and Mel Spivak recently returned from a 
Wingshooting excursion to Uruguay with this beautifully photographed large 
format book depicting the spectacular beauty of  this countryside.

Antique print, framed, by J. Gould Lithographers. London, circa 1840.

A period 1900 Antique Leather Cartridge Case by Purdey, initialed “D.E.”. 
You will never run short of  cartridges in the field with this one-of-a-kind, 
beautifully crafted case.
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Lot #s25
A round of sporting clays for three shooters 
at Ten Mile River Preserve
To be taken Spring 2012 on a date to be mutually agreed upon
Kindly donated by Mr. Randall Greene

The Ten Mile River Preserve, a private club for the 
outdoor enthusiast located in Dover Plains, Dutchess 
County, New York, consists of  over 3,000 acres of  
upland terrain, hardwood ridges and lakes, through 
which flows the Ten Mile River. The Club offers a 
world-class 25 station sporting clays course using 
double traps that duplicate a wide variety of  wing 
shooting situations. GCUSA Trustee Randall Greene 
will be your host and fourth shooter.

Enjoy a two night stay at the Bray’s 
Island Inn, situated on a private 5,500 
acre sporting community in Sheldon,
South Carolina. Trip includes a guided
morning guided quail hunt, two 
nights lodging, and all meals. Good 
through the 2012 quail season (March 
15, 2012). On site fishing, sporting 
clays, equestrian and fitness facilities 
are also available.

Lot #s26
Two nights for two people at the 
Bray’s Island Plantation South Carolina, 
with a guided quail hunt
Must be taken by March 15th, 2012; specific dates subject to availability.
Kindly donated by Brays Island Plantation

Join us for 
Driven Shooting 

in the 
American West
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Will I need to bring to my gun?  For most shooting excursions to the UK, 
you will need to bring your own gun. A permit for each gun is required, which 
can be arranged through the Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust (GWCT). 
For certain shooting locales near London, guns can be rented.

Are these shoots commercially available? These shoots are private and 
normally unobtainable on the open market.

What expenses are not included in the trip price? The following expenses 
are not included: Transportation to the shooting destination, tipping, (typically 
£100/Day), and cartridges.

What transportation is provided? If  the shoot involves travel to more than 
one location, the host will make the local travel arrangements.

Are spouses allowed on the shoot? Yes, spouses may accompany the shooter 
on the peg.

Are there activities for non-shooting spouses? This will depend on 
location, but usually trips to nearby metropolitan centers for sightseeing and/or 
shopping can be arranged.

Are the dates of  the shooting trips flexible?  As these events take place on 
private estates, the shooting dates are firm.

Payment terms: Payment for auction items is expected within 10 days of  the 
conclusion of  the auction.

What part of  the purchase price is tax-deductable?  Contributions 
above the fair market value of  the lots can be considered a tax-deductable 
contribution to the GCUSA. Fair market value is generally determined based 
on a seasonal “cost per bird.” 

Is there VAT tax assessed on the purchase price? No. UK excursions 
purchased at auction through the GCUSA/GWCT are not subject to the 20% 
VAT tax.

Are these trips subject to any letting or agent fees? No, unlike most driven 
shoots taken in the UK, these are not subject to a 10-15% “letting” fee.

United Kingdom Excursions
Frequently Asked Questions
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